R TEXTBOOK COORDINATORS’ ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS

Statement by Brian Squyres

W vews * 2 President, Textbook Coordinators’ Association of Texas

PO Box 676 . )
Pflugerville, TX 78691 a1 api em th
(512) 251-8101
fox: (512) 2518152
e-mail: textbook@texas.net

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Thank you for allowing me time to speak to you this morning.

I am the textbook manager for Northside ISD in San Antonio and have the honor of serv-
ing as president of the Textbook Coordinators’ Association of Texas, or as we call it: T-CAT.

i:“; iq':‘g;e’f Frosiclent As you know, every school district and open enrollment charter school has a textbook coor-

rthsicde . - . . . . . - . . .
dinator, responsible for ordering, processing, inventorying and distributing instructional

Karla Christman, PresidentElect materials — printed or electronic — into the hands of 4-plus million Texas schoolchildren.

Brazosport ISD
We're the folks in the trenches. TCAT also is the only entity in the state — private or public

Barbara Brown, Secretary

£l Paso 15D — that provides general, hands-on training for coordinators, at our annual conferences.

Being a coordinator is tough and often thankless work, and the turnover rate is high. Our

E:’T Slﬁggh' RSO conferences draw more than 300 attendees, and every year almost a third are newly named
Hlene

coordinators at their respective schools.
Courtney Witherell, Imm. Past Pres.
Judson 15D As you review House Bill 188 and its changes that are dependent on legislative action in the
81st session, TCAT is eager to provide any information or support your Committee might
Steve Hanson, Galena Perk 1SD need.

Fovd A sy’ s sy As we all aspire to lower the price tag for instructional materials, it becomes more impor-
Bob Ankrum, Mesquite ISD tant to make the most efficient use of textbooks that the State has already purchased.

Margaret Matthews, Marathon ISD Our membership feels that the Legislature should broaden its view and address the
recommendations of the State Auditor’s report last March, including establishment and
funding of a surplus redistribution center to end the inefficient — and costly - system that
Kellie Skarda, Goose Creek CISD has been cobbled together since 2003.

Joel Lopez, Houston 15D

Melanie Kelley, Plano CISD . . .
come ey I and other TCAT members are working with Texas Education Agency contractors to

Ann McGuffey, Duncanville ISD re-conceptualize one portion of the computer system that tracks orders and inventory of
textbooks. That system, EMAT, must be more robust to handle an increasing variety of
instructional materials and increasingly complex transactions, such as the credit system
Dana Wiest, Ector County ISD envisioned by HB188. That robustness will require some money, but we think it will be
well-spent to track and account for the billions of dollars the state invests in its instruc-
tional materials.

Greg Wrighl, Lleander 15D

Chuck Kennedy, Inving ISD

Ruth Flores, Flatonia ISD ) )
Nobody wants the state to spend more than it needs to for instructional materials. At the

Abel Villarreal, Corpus Chrisi 15D same time, nobody wants a child to wait longer than necessary for the knowledge in those

Linda Andrews, Palestine I1SD lnstmcnonal materlals'

James Voss, Richordson ISD TCAT welcomes the opportunity to work with you to strike that balance.

Pam Starr, Johnson City ISD

Cliff Avery, Executive Director




